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sanction, grievous wrongs are inflicted upon those least able
to bear them; these laws are made the cover and excuse for
the grossest oppression and injustice ; above all and beyond
all, they produce in the community a widespread demorali-
zation; they induce perjury; they invite concealment. The
present system is a school of evasion and dishonesty. The
attempt to enforce these laws is utterly idle."1 The West
Virginia commission tells us that u the payment of the tax
on personalty is almost as voluntary and is considered pretty
much in the same light as donations to the neighborhood
church or Sunday-school." 2 And almost every annual report
of the state comptrollers and assessors complains bitterly
that the assessment of personalty is nothing but an incentive
to perjury.3

4. llegresswity* Taxes are progressive when their increase
is more than proportional to the increase of the property or
income taxed, i.e. when the rate itself increases with the in-
crease of the property. Taxes are regressive when the rate
increases as the property or income decreases. The general
property tax in its practical effects is often regressive, since the
tax on personalty is levied virtually only on those who already
stand on the assessor's book as liable to the tax on realty.
Those who own no real estate arc in most cases not taxed at
all; those who possess realty bear the taxes for both. The
weight of taxation really rests on the farmer, because in the
rural districts the assessors add the personalty, which is gen-
erally visible and tangible, to the realty, and impose the tax
on both. We hear a great deal about the decline of farming
land. But one of its chief causes has been singularly over-
looked. It is the overburdening of the agriculturist by the
general property tax. What is practically a real property tax
in the remainder of the state becomes a general property tax
in the rural regions. The farmer bears not only his share,
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